CHEMISTRY   IN  AMERICA
had been the assistant of Gorham at Harvard and studied Chemistry in the Laboratory of Accum, in London. His contributions were: "On a New Form of Electrical Battery," " Chemical Examination of the Berries of Myrica Cerifera," "The Effect of Vapor on Flame," "On the Existence of Cantharidin in the Potato Fly," "On the Theory of the Action of Nitrous Gas on Endiometry." The alkaloid sanguinarine was discovered by him in the roots of the Sanguinaria Canadensis.
Samuel Luther Dana (1795-1868), living at the same time, was an acknowledged authority in technical chemistry. He was the inventor of the "American System" of bleaching. He made a study of manures and published a volume called "The Muck Manual for Farmers."
George T. Bowen (1803-1828), a student of the elder Silliman, as early as 1822 carried on investigations upon "The Electro-magnetic Effects of Hare's Calorimotor," and wrote " On a Mode of Preserving in a Permanent Form the Coloring Matter of the Purple Cabbage as a Test for Acids and Alkalies," as well as described the minerals scheelite, silicate of copper, nephrite, pyroxene-sahlite.
Bowen's successor in the chair of Chemistry at Nashville was Gerard Troost (1776-1850), a Hollander, educated at Amsterdam, Leyden and Paris. On his arrival in America in 1810, he settled in Philadelphia. He was one of the founders and first President of the Academy of Natural Sciences. He was a very regular contributor to the early volumes of the "Transactions" of the Society. Nearly all his papers deal with mineralogical subjects. In 1814, Dr. Troost established works for the production of alxim at Cape Sable, Maryland, which was one of the earliest
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